Willard Schmitt

December 19, 1927 - August 23, 2020

Willard (Smitty) Schmitt, age 92, of Bad Axe, passed away on Sunday August
23, 2020.

Willard was born December 19, 1927 in Bad Axe, son of the late Mathias and
Nellie (Ritter) Schmitt. He married Esther Wood on December 30, 1992. She
preceded him in death on August 20, 2019.

Willard was born on a farm and had farming in his blood. He worked on the
family farm until 1951 when he left to serve in the US Army in Germany. He
was a Corporal when discharged in 1953. Having his 5 girls to raise he
thought he should go to work at Active for “a while” for extra money. He retired
from Active 35+ years later as a superintendent in 1992. He continued farming
throughout his career at Active, he loved everything about it. Willard loved
spending time with family and friends. Most of his brothers and sisters were
within a 5 mile radius of his home farm. He made the rounds often for a visit
over coffee. He loved family parties and never missed a Schmitt Family
Reunion where he could be found playing a fist pounding game of Euchre or
telling great stories of the past. Family and friends were also included in other
favorite things: Heck’s for Burgers, Green Mill for “one”, coaching and playing
softball/blooper ball, the daily lottery tickets and scratch offs for the grand
kids...Especially his granddaughter-best bud-and care taker, Melissa Perill.
When at home there was shelling corn for the critters, John Wayne Westerns,
and Tiger Ball Games for entertainment. Willard was a member of St. Felix
Catholic Church in Pinnebog and later a member of Sacred Heart of Bad Axe.



Willard is survived by five daughters — Nancy (Leo) Gusa of Bad Axe, Linda
(Bob) Koroleski of Filion, Julie Deman of Bad Axe, Vicki (Michael) Affholter of
Bad Axe and Connie Schmitt of Bad Axe.

Step children — Roger (Shelley) Homewood, Rhonda (Daniel) Prill of Bad Axe,
Stacey Homewood (Paul Shaw) of Pigeon and Steve (Stephanie) Wood of
Bad Axe.

Sister-in-laws — Ruthann Schmitt of Bad Axe, Carol Lehnhardt and Tammy
(Dan) Felderman of Debuque, lowa.

Twenty-three grandchildren and thirty-great-grandchildren.

Many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by four brothers — William, Courtney, Franklin and
Lawrence Schmitt, and Brother- in- law Louis (Sonny) Wilcox.

Three sisters — Gertrude Bredow, Lucy Talaski and Agnes Ross.

A memorial service for Willard will be held on Saturday, September 12, 2020
at 1 pm at the Popple Trail Blazers on Wadsworth Road, Bad Axe. The family
will receive guests for visitation on Saturday from 12 noon until the service
time at 1 pm. Masks and social distancing will be required.

Memorials may be offered to St. Hubert Religious Education or Food Pantry.



Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 12. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Popple Trail Blazers
Wadsworth Rd.
Bad Axe, M| 48413

Memorial Service

SEP 12. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Popple Trail Blazers
Wadsworth Rd.
Bad Axe, M| 48413



Tribute Wall

Willard Schmitt

January 28, 2023 at 01:32 PM

| remember going to parties at Uncle Willard and he would be
cooking chicken on a old charcoal grill. After my dad (William) went
into Bad Axe Medical Care facility. Uncle Willard would stop by
every morning and have coffee with my dad. For this | will always
love him for taking the time out of his day.

Carol Wotta - August 24, 2020 at 06:05 PM

| am sad to hear about Uncle Willards passing @ He was a great man
and You are all in my thoughts and prayers at this most difficult time J|,
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Irene Heckroth (Schmitt) - August 24, 2020 at 09:12 PM

Dear Family,

Remembering GOOD times at Ty’s years ago! May your memories and
with time heal your pain! RIP in peace “Smitty”

Hugs!

Sally (Mzyk) & Roger Buschlen

Sally Buschlen - August 27, 2020 at 04:52 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you . How sad to see Mr
Schmitt’s name on the obit list . He was always such a kind and gentle
man . Cherish your memories.

Hugs

Lori (Hind) Koch

Lori J Koch - August 30, 2020 at 06:46 PM



I’'m a distant realitive . My mom was a cousin of Willard, her name was
Marion Brown Guinther Whitefoot of Cass City. I'm Marions daughter
Marilyn . | remember when | was just a young girl and would go to
Uncle Matt and Aunt Nellies on Sunday afternoon. What fun We would
have . My grand mother Therese Brown was Matt’s sister. Sorry for
your loss, he will be missed.

Marilyn Guinther Young - December 30, 2020 at 06:46 PM



